
A G E N D A

CITY OF SEASIDE  MEETING
PLANNING COMMISSION COUNCIL CHAMBER

440 Harcourt Avenue
Wednesday, September 23, 2015
7:00 PM

PLEASE TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES UPON ENTERING THE MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
2. ROLL CALL - ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
  

 

John Owens
Michael Lechman
Keith Dodson
Margaret Leighton
Denise Ross 

Chair 
Vice Chair
Commissioner
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

  
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2015 
   

B. REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 22, 2015  
   
5. BUSINESS ITEMS 
  

A. Use Permit Application No. UP-13-04:  Acceptance of six-month periodic review 
of amendment to Use Permit Application No. UP-13-04 allowing for the use of 
amplified sound as part of ancillary entertainment acts within an existing 
café/coffee house (The Press Club).  The project site is located at 1123 Fremont 
Boulevard in the Community Commercial (CC) Zoning District (APN#: 011-
364-027).  The project is Categorically Exempt Class 1, Section 15301(a) from 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  

 

PURPOSE: City staff will provide a report to the Planning Commission on its six-month 
periodic review of noise related issues associated with live entertainment acts that have 
taken place at the project site over the past six-months under Use Permit Application No. 
UP-13-04, amended on April 22, 2015.  The amended Use Permit allows for live music 
acts with the use of amplified sound to occur as part of a special entertainment use within 
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the Press Club café/coffee house located at 1123 Fremont Boulevard.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: City staff recommends that the Planning Commission receive 
staff’s report, accept public comments on any noise related issues that have occurred as 
part of any special entertainment event, and make a finding of no significant impact 
associated with a special entertainment event at the Press Club located at 1123 Fremont 
Boulevard.

  

6. REPORTS FROM STAFF 
  
7. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
  
8. ADJOURNMENT 
  

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting:
Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:00 PM

Seaside City Hall 

The City of Seaside is an ADA accessible facility and is committed to include the disabled in all of its services, programs 
and activities. Any person who requires accommodation to be able to participate in this meeting is asked to contact the 

office of the City Clerk at 899-6707, no fewer than two business days prior to the meeting to allow for reasonable 
arrangements.

The City Council Chambers is equipped with a portable microphone for anyone unable to come to the podium. Assisted 
listening devices are also available.

Meetings that are held in the City Council Chambers are broadcast live to all Seaside residents on Comcast Channel 25 
and U-verse Channel 99. Meetings are also available through live streaming at: 

http://cvp.telvue.com/player?id=T01629&video=52314&noplaylistskin=1&width=400&height=300  Videos of past 
meetings are available on demand through the City's website: http://www.ci.seaside.ca.us

Agenda-related writings or documents provided during public meetings are available for public inspection during the 
meeting or from the office of the City Clerk. This agenda is posted in compliance with California Government Code 

Section 54954.2(a) or Section 54956.
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CITY OF SEASIDE
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.: 5.A.

TO: Planning Commission
  
BY: Lisa Brinton, Community and Economic Development Services Manager

Rick Medina, Senior Planner
  
DATE: September 23, 2015 
  
SUBJECT: Use Permit Application No. UP-13-04:  Acceptance of six-month periodic 

review of amendment to Use Permit Application No. UP-13-04 allowing 
for the use of amplified sound as part of ancillary entertainment acts 
within an existing café/coffee house (The Press Club).  The project site is 
located at 1123 Fremont Boulevard in the Community Commercial (CC) 
Zoning District (APN#: 011-364-027).  The project is Categorically 
Exempt Class 1, Section 15301(a) from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

PURPOSE 
 
City staff will provide a report to the Planning Commission on its six-month periodic review of 
noise related issues associated with live entertainment acts that have taken place at the project 
site over the past six-months under Use Permit Application No. UP-13-04, amended on April 
22, 2015.  The amended Use Permit allows for live music acts with the use of amplified sound 
to occur as part of a special entertainment use within the Press Club café/coffee house located at 
1123 Fremont Boulevard.   

RECOMMENDATION 
 
City staff recommends that the Planning Commission receive staff’s report, accept public 
comments on any noise related issues that have occurred as part of any special entertainment 
event, and make a finding of no significant impact associated with a special entertainment event 
at the Press Club located at 1123 Fremont Boulevard.

BACKGROUND 
 
SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION
The project site is 12,526 square-feet in area and is developed with a two-story 9,557 square-
foot multi-tenant commercial building. The multi-tenant commercial building currently contains 
a total of three lease areas.  A breakdown of the commercial tenants within the multi-tenant 
commercial building are listed in Table 1.
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Table 1
 

Address Tenant Sq. ft.
668 Williams Avenue

Lower Floor
Upper Floor

Cat Walk
 

Monterey 
County 
Weekly 

(Newspaper)

3,580 
3,015
     45

Total:                6,640 sq. ft.

1123 Fremont Boulevard, Ste: A
café//coffee bar

The Etc.., 
Café and Art 

Gallery

1,753 sq. ft.
(1,527 sq. ft., excluding 

bathrooms and non-useable 
space)

1123 Fremont Boulevard, Ste: B
Lower Floor
Upper Floor

Building 
Wise 

(Professional 
Office)

656 
508 

Total:               1,164 sq. ft.

                                                                                              Total:                9,557 sq. ft.
 
The site is developed with twelve off-street parking spaces; nine within a carport located under 
the second floor of 1123 Fremont Boulevard between 668 Williams and 1123 Fremont 
Boulevard and three uncovered parallel spaces located adjacent to the public alley at the 
southwest side of 668 Williams Avenue.  
 
The adjoining land uses consist of an eight unit multi-family apartment building to the west, 
single family dwellings and a motel to the north, a commercial shopping center to the east, and a 
small restaurant and single family dwelling to the south (See Figure 1).  Location map is 
provided as Attachment 2.  Photographs of the project site are provided as Attachment 3.  An 
aerial photo of the project vicinity is provided as Attachment 4.
Figure 1:  Project Site Adjacent Land Uses
NW  N  NE

 Single Family 
Dwelling Motel Commercial 

Shopping Center  

W Residential 
Apartments Project Site Commercial 

Shopping Center E

 Single Family 
Dwelling Restaurant Commercial 

Shopping Center  
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BACKGROUND
On September 11, 2013, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to approve Use Permit 
Application No. UP-13-04 to allow for the establishment of a café/coffee house with ancillary 
special entertainment acts that would be limited to lectures/talks and live music and/or dancing 
as part of the key note speaker or group.   At the initial approval, the Planning Commission 
added a condition of approval restricting live music to consist only of acoustic instruments 
without the use of amplified sound.  On April 22, 2015, the applicant/business proprietor re-
opened the Use Permit seeking to amend the condition on live music to allow for live music to 
occur as a separate entertainment use other than being tied to a designated lecture/talk and to 
allow for the use of amplified sound.  The Planning Commission acted to approve the requested 
amendment subject to City staff providing the Planning Commission with a report within six 
months to include details and findings of any documented noise complaints and how the noise 
aspects of a live music event were confined to the building.  Conditions of approval for the 
amended Use Permit No. UP-13-04 is provided as Attachment 1.
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The primary function of the café/coffee house as approved under Use Permit Application No. 
UP-13-04 is for the retail sale of beverages and pre-prepared foods with counter service from 7 
AM to 3 PM daily and with evening hours up to 10 PM, as business demands. As an accessory 
use to the café/coffee house, the Use Permit also permits the business owner to conduct ancillary 
entertainment events and special entertainment venues during the evening from 6 PM to 12 
AM.  Since the opening the business in the summer of 2014, the ancillary events and special 
entertainment venues have consisted primarily of community lectures/talks/presentations 
featuring speakers, visiting artists, photographers, filmmakers and musicians. These presenters 
have covered a wide range of interests from cultural and artistic people, to events more focused 
on public interest issues in the news and current social media topics. Thus far, the special 
evening entertainment has taken place on a limited basis, typically three or four times a month.  
It was expected there would be entertainment events taking place at least three times a week. 
 The applicant has informed City staff that with the business approaching its one year 
anniversary that they are receiving greater interest from both local and national musical 
performers wishing to play in a smaller, intimate venue.
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
 
This project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Class 1, 
Section 15301 (Existing Facilities). Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures.  

 
STAFF ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS
UP-13-04 FINDINGS
1)      Granting the live music with amplified sound is not detrimental to the public interest, 
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health, safety, convenience, or welfare, or materially injurious to persons, property, or 
improvements in the vicinity and zone district in which the property is located.

To date, only one event has been held at the Press Club in which there was amplified sound.  
City staff attended this special entertainment event on Friday, July 11, 2015, and by walking the 
perimeter of the event area, determined that use of live music within the café could not be heard 
outside the immediate area of the café.  
In addition, no complaints have been received from the public regarding noise generated by any 
of the events that have been held at the project site.  Public notice of this report was mailed in 
accordance with the City’s noticing requirements.  As of the writing of this report, no comments 
have been received. 
CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis, staff finds that the special entertainment event held with amplified sound 
complied with the intent of the Seaside General Plan and the requirements of Title 17 of the 
Seaside Municipal Code as an ancillary entertainment use to a café/coffee house.  The granting 
of the amended Use Permit to allow musical entertainment uses with the use of amplified sound 
has enhanced the commercial aspects of the city and fits into the context of the built 
environment in a manner that is not objectionable or detrimental to other permitted uses in the 
vicinity or adverse to the public interest, health, safety, convenience, or welfare of the City.  

FISCAL IMPACT
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with this item.

ATTACHMENTS
 
1. Attachment 1 - Resolution & Conditions of Approval
2. Attachment 2 - Location Map
3. Attachment 3 - Site Photographs
4. Attachment 4 - Aerial Photo

Packet Page 6                



Packet Page 7                



Packet Page 8                



Packet Page 9                



Packet Page 10                



Packet Page 11                



Packet Page 12                



Packet Page 13                



Packet Page 14                



Packet Page 15                



Packet Page 16                



 

 

Location Map 

 

 

 

Project Site:  1123 Fremont Boulevard 
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View of front façade of project site from Fremont Boulevard 

 

 

 
 

View of the Monterey Weekly Offices from Francis Avenue 

1123 Fremont Boulevard 

Monterey Weekly Offices 

668 Williams Avenue  
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View of the north façade of 1123 Fremont Boulevard as seen from Williams Avenue 

 

 

 

 
 

View of parking area under 1123 Fremont Boulevard 

 

 

 

North façade of 1123 Fremont 

Boulevard 
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View of public alley bordering the southern property line  

as seen from Fremont Boulevard 

 
 

View of Williams Avenue looking west from the southwest corner of Fremont Boulevard 

and Williams Avenue 
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Aerial Photo of Project Vicinity  

 

Project Location: 1123 Fremont Boulevard 

8-unit Apartments 

Motel Single Family 
Dwellings 

Taqueria 
Zaparia 

Monterey County 
Weekly 
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