
 
A G E N D A 

 
SPECIAL MEETING 

CITY OF SEASIDE 986 HILBY AVENUE (SEAHORSE ROOM) 
ART AND HISTORY Tuesday, June 16, 2026 
COMMISSION 5:15 PM 

 

  
   

Virtual Participation Guide: https://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/129/City-Council-Committee-Agendas 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81458575672?pwd=bVB3eFN0dnBCc01FYUdwSzA2WnMvQT09 

WEBINAR ID 814 5857 5672 | (669) 900-9128 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  
   

2.  ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
  Emerson Brown  

Robert Daniels, Jr. 
Keylin Figueroa 
Julie Ann Hughett 
Ethelyn Thomas 

Chair 
Vice Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

    
3.  REVIEW OF AGENDA  
  If there are any items that arose after the 72-hour posting deadline, this is the point 

in the meeting where a vote may be taken to add the item to the agenda. (A 2/3-
majority vote is required). 

    
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
  Members of the public wishing to address the Commission on matters within the 

jurisdiction of the City of Seaside, but not on this agenda, may do so during the Public 
Comment period for up to three (3) minutes. Comments on specific agenda items are 
heard under that item. For the public record, please state your name. 

    
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
   

 A. APRIL 14TH, 2026 
6.  BUSINESS ITEMS  
   

 A. SELECT FINALISTS FOR 2026 UTILITY BOX PROGRAM 
     

RECOMMENDATION: Select up to five submissions for 2026 Utility Box Program. 
 B. SELECT FINALIST FOR SEASIDE LIBRARY MURAL 
     

RECOMMENDATION: Select Finalist for Seaside Library Mural 
 C. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF NEW CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR ART 

& HISTORY COMMISSION 
     

RECOMMENDATION: Selection of new Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission. 
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 D. SUBMISSION OF FORM 700 
     

RECOMMENDATION: Review Form 700 and submit to the City Clerk's Office. 
7.  COMMISSIONER REPORTS  
   

8.  STAFF COMMUNICATION  
   

    
9.  ADJOURNMENT  
    

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: 
 July 14, 2026 

 5:15 PM 
 

 
The City of Seaside is committed to providing accessible facilities and accommodating people with 

disabilities in all of its services programs and activities. If special considerations are needed by any person 
to fully participate in this meeting, contact the City Clerk at 899-6707 no fewer than two business days 

prior to the meeting to allow reasonable arrangements. Agendas are posted at: 
http://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/129/City-Council-Committee-Agendas  

Agenda-related writings or documents provided during public meetings are available for public inspection 
during the meeting or from the office of the City Clerk. This agenda is posted in compliance with California 

Governor Newsom's Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-33-20. 
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MINUTES 

 
 

CITY OF SEASIDE REGULAR MEETING 
ART & HISTORY 
 COMMISSION                                     

986 HILBY AVE (Seahorse Room) 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 

 5:15 p.m. 

   

 

1.       CALL TO ORDER: 
          The meeting was called to order at: 5:19 PM 
             
2. ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 
 
  ART & HISTORY COMMISSION: 
           Emerson Brown                             Head Chair         EXCUSED ABSENCE       
           Robert Daniels Jr                         Vice Chair               PRESENT       
           Keylin Figueroa      Commissioner             PRESENT (5:19 PM) 
           Julie Ann Hughett                        Commissioner  PRESENT 
           Ethelyn Thomas                           Commissioner          PRESENT 
 
 STAFF: 
           Kee Hyon Higgins   PRESENT 
 
           GUESTS PRESENT:    
           Council Member Alex Miller  
           Be Astengo - Regional Manager of Monterey Libraries (Seaside Branch) 
           Sandra Gray – Member of the public 
    
3.        REVIEW OF AGENDA:  
           If there are any items that arose after the 72-hour posting deadline, this is the   
           point in the meeting where a vote may be taken to add the item to the agenda.  
           (A 2/3-majority vote is required)   
            
           * Motion: Table Item A and D to next meeting due to absence of members essential 
to Item Agendas, and Push Item C as top priority. (M/S/P) 
 
4.        PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
           * Council Member Alex Miller brings attention to potential mural location approved 
by the State of California on one of the concrete bents on Highway 1 that enters Seaside 
and Sand City. If greenlit by City Council, Council Member Alex Miller would like the Art & 
History Commission to decide what should be placed on mural, as he believes that first 
impressions matter and would like to present a positive first impression that draws 
attention to the public, and individuals that are passing through Seaside.  
 
5.        APPROVAL OF MARCH 24, 2026 MINUTES:   
           * Motion Passes Unanimously 
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6.        BUSINESS ITEMS:   

 
C. REVIEW AND DISCUSS LIBRARY MURAL: 

 
                * Regional Library Manager Be Astengo presents Book Stair Mural as a chosen 
concept for the Seaside Library, she had provided a list of authors that the library staff would 
like to include as well as a local author who works in the library as well. There are a total of 
9 stairs on one section and an additional 9 on another section of stairs which brings a total 
of 18 steps that can potentially be painted as book spines. 
 
              * Vice Chair Daniels thinks idea is amazing, would like mural to directly connect to 
the community 
              * Commissioner Keylin thinks idea would be very exciting, as it will potentially drive 
attention to the public as a potential location for photos.  
 
             * If chosen, An RFP will not be required and will give local companies the 
opportunity to work alongside the commission.  
 
              *  Item has been pushed to next meeting for further discussion 
 
                * No Public Comment. 

 
B. FINALIZE POSTCARD PROGRAM: 

                 
           *Discussion on where to include artist name on postcard on front or back. 
   Commissioner Hughett suggests to put it on back where additional information would 
be located. The discussion leads to have name formatting and placement on the front of 
the artwork, on the righthand side and properly formatted, and adjusted for clear view 
of the artists name. 

                                 
                * No Public Comment. 
 

A. SEASIDE ATTRACTIONS/BUSINESSES WITH ARTIST MARIA 
SCHOETTLER: 

 
* Item has been tabled to next meeting.  
 
* No Public Comment. 

D. SEASIDE ARCHIVE MARKETING AND PROMOTION: 
 

* Item has been tabled to next meeting.  
 
* No Public Comment. 
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7.        REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS: 
 
    * Commissioner Thomas would like Commissioner Jackets with embroidered name tags.  
              
8.        REPORTS FROM STAFF:   
 
           *Staff reminds commissioners that next Wednesday is Volunteer Appreciation Day 
and encourages Commissioners to attend. 
 
9.       ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at:  6:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
  
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
_______________________________               _________________________________ 

Hailie D. Bringas, SAHC Clerk                                  Emerson Brown, SAHC Chair      
 

Next Regular Scheduled Meeting  
May 12, 2026 

Time: 5:15 p.m.   
HYBRID (Virtual & In-Person)  
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  CITY OF SEASIDE 

 STAFF REPORT  
 Item No.: 6.A. 

   
 

 
  
TO:  Art and History Commission 
    
BY:  Kee Hyon Higgins, Recreation Superintendent 

  
    
DATE:  June 16, 2026  
    
SUBJECT:  SELECT FINALISTS FOR 2026 UTILITY BOX PROGRAM   

   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Select up to five submissions for 2026 Utility Box Program.  
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Requests for Proposals for the 2026 Utility Box Program were opened to the public on 
March 27, 2026 and closed on May 7, 2026. A total of 21 box were submitted. The Art 
& History Commission can select up to five boxes to be wrapped and installed on utility 
boxes around the City. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
  
The fiscal impact will be the following: 
 

• Wrap & Installation per Box = $1,718.60 
• Stipend per Artist = $500.00  

 
If five submissions are selected, the total will be $11,093.00 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. 2026 Utility Box Program Submissions 
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Utility Box Submission #1
Liza Jane
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Utility Box Submission #2
Emily Gottlieb

Packet Page 9                



Utility Box Submission #3
Franziska Character
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Utility Box Submission #4
Jennifer Geiger
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Utility Box Submission #5
Linda Gabrielson
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Utility Box Submission #6
Maya Catlin
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Utility Box Submission #7
Michelle Foley
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Utility Box Submission #8
Nataly Cruz Juarez
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Utility Box Submission #9
Rosa Cruglez
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Utility Box Submission #10
Rosa Cruglez
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Utility Box Submission #11
Sean Severud
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Utility Box Submission #12
Val Gaino
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Utility Box Submission #13
Val Gaino
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Utility Box Submission #14
Samantha Chioino (Kindness Rocks 831)
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Utility Box Submission #15
Sandra Gray
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Utility Box Submission #16
Justin Van Gend
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Utility Box Submission #17
Jeannie Reese
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Utility Box Submission #18
Stephanie Coates
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Utility Box Submission #19
Sonia Miranda
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Utility Box Submission #20
Breanna Wilhelmi/Sage Nova Ortiz
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Utility Box Submission #21
Angelia Baxter
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  CITY OF SEASIDE 

 STAFF REPORT  
 Item No.: 6.B. 

   
 

 
  
TO:  Art and History Commission 
    
BY:  Kee Hyon Higgins, Recreation Superintendent 

  
    
DATE:  June 16, 2026  
    
SUBJECT:  SELECT FINALIST FOR SEASIDE LIBRARY MURAL   

   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Select Finalist for Seaside Library Mural  
 
BACKGROUND  
  
The City of Seaside Public Art Program was established to enhance the cultural and 
aesthetic qualities of life for the community through public art that reflects Seaside’s 
history, arts, and culture. In May 2026, the City released a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
seeking mural design and implementation proposals for a mural to be installed on the 
staircase leading to the Seaside Public Library at 550 Harcourt Avenue. The mural is 
intended to celebrate the culture of Seaside and its connection to the library through 
themes such as literacy, lifelong learning, imagination, cultural diversity, community 
connection, youth and families, local history, and access to information. 
 
The RFP was open from May 19, 2026 through June 14, 2026, with a project budget 
not to exceed $15,000. Submitted proposals were required to include a concept 
drawing, narrative, artist qualifications, examples of previous work, and a project 
budget. Proposals were evaluated based on artistic merit, appropriateness for the site, 
artist qualifications, and originality.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. Library Mural RFP 
2. 2026 Library Mural Submissions 
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT       

986 Hilby Avenue             Telephone 831-899-6800 

Seaside, CA 93955                Fax 831-899-6274 

www.ci.seaside.ca.us             

 

Include, Innovate, Inspire 

May 19, 2026 

 
SEASIDE PUBLIC LBRARY MURAL REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  

 
START DATE: May 19, 2026  
CLOSE DATE: June 14, 2026  
 
DEADLINE: Applications must be received at the OIdemeyer Center or emailed to 
khiggins@ci.seaside.ca.us, by June 14, 2026 by 11:59 PM. 
 
SUMMARY: The City of Seaside Public Art Program was established to enhance 
cultural and aesthetic qualities of life for the citizens of Seaside. Public Art plays an 
intricate role in conveying the history of our community, beautifying the City, and 
advancing the arts.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Seaside’s Art and History Commission is 
seeking proposals from local Seaside artists to submit mural design and implementation 
proposals that will celebrate the culture of Seaside and its history and connection to the 
Seaside Public Library, located at 550 Harcourt Ave. Seaside, CA 93955. 
 
The mural needs to relate to the Seaside Public Library and may reflect themes such as 
literacy, lifelong learning, imagination, cultural diversity, community connection, youth 
and families, local history, access to information, and the library as a welcoming 
gathering place for residents and visitors.  
 
Artists who have experience designing projects with a similar budget and scope are 
encouraged to apply. The selected mural will be installed at the steps of the Seaside 
Library. Please avoid themes of a political nature. 

 
BUDGET: Include the total cost of the mural in your proposal including installation. 
Projects must be at a cost no greater than $15,000. 
 
EVALUATION CRITERIA:  The selection of an artist, or artists, will be based upon:  
 

• Artistic merit of the design (Artistic excellence, creativity and originality of the 

project’s concept). 

• Appropriateness of the design for the location, including the scale, content, color 

and design in relation to the site. 

• Artist’s qualifications. (The aesthetic quality of the artist’s past work, including 

content, craftsmanship, uniqueness and relevance to its environment as well as 
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the artist’s demonstrated ability to translate art concepts into durable and safe 

materials that can withstand long-term exposure in an outdoor environment) 

• Originality of the design. Designs that celebrate the culture of Seaside, it’s history 

and connection to the Seaside Public Library and its residents. Please avoid 

themes of a political nature. 

 

LOCATION: Staircase to entrance of Seaside Library – 550 Harcourt Ave. Seaside, CA 
93955. Mural will be installed on the riser and tread of the staircase. 
 

 
 
MURAL DIMENSIONS:  11.7 feet by 9.4 feet.  

 
SELECTION PROCESS: All submitted proposals will be reviewed by staff to ensure the 
application is complete. Completed applications will be evaluated by the Art and History 
Commission based on the established evaluation criteria, and the selected proposal will 
be chosen for implementation. 
 
TIMELINE: 
May 19, 2026: RFP Opens  
June 14, 2026: RFP Closes  
June 16, 2026: Final Selection  

 
Submission Guidelines: Multiple designs may be submitted and must include: 
 

• A preliminary concept drawing and narrative. The narrative should convey the 

artistic intent, colors, style of work, etc. 
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• Resume, work history and contact information 

• Examples of other relevant works and/or reviews of similar work 

• Budget 

 
Please submit proposals by June 14, 2026 by 11:59 PM to: 
 
Seaside Public Library RFP 
City of Seaside 
986 Hilby Ave, Seaside, CA 93955 
c/o Kee Hyon Higgins, Recreation Superintendent 
Or email: khiggins@ci.seaside.ca.us 
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ABBY SCHAFFNER
Current Sacramento State student, recently
accepted into the Graphic Design program and
entering junior year. Hands-on experience in
illustration, social media, branding, and all creative
work. Skilled in authentic visual storytelling, digital
design, and community engagement.

W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E C O N T A C T

K E Y  S K I L L S

E D U C A T I O N
Osmond Masterclass

2023-2024

Freelance Creative
Jan 2021 -  Present

Created original illustrations for children’s books;
developing characters, designs, and page
composition layouts.
Painted and sold custom watercolor pet
portraits, collaborating with customers.
Painted medium scale mural in fitness center
daycare, referencing their unique style.
Produced a logo, brand identity, and
merchandise for an indoor cycling business
Built foundational skills in digital Illustration and
created a cohesive style.

Visual Design Lead
Morrison Creek Revitalization Project
Spring 2026

Collaborated on a multifaceted community

research project involving graphics, banners, and

a publication.

 Developed a project identity, focusing on

community and environmental awareness.

Translated research and local input into

accessible, print ready design assets.

(916) 500-9653

abbyschaffner@gmail.com

@abbysometimesdraws

Adobe Creative Suite

(Illustrator, Photoshop,

InDesign, Lightroom)

Procreate

Canva

Microsoft Office

Visual Storytelling

Illustration

Concept Development

Detail Oriented

Punctual

California State University,
Sacramento 
2024-2028
Graphic Design 

SUBMISSION #1 - ABBY SCHAFFNER
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Turquoise and aqua blues 

Abby Schaffner 

California Based Illustrator, Graphic Designer & Mural Artist 

Email: abbyschaffner@gmail.com 

Phone: (916) 500-9653 

Instagram: @abbysometimesdraws 

Hi! I’m Abby Schaffner. I’m a current graphic design student and children’s book illustrator with a
passion for ocean life and community engagement. 

Proposal Narrative: 

“Dive Into Stories” 

My proposed mural for the Seaside Public Library celebrates imagination, storytelling, and Seaside’s
coastal identity through a whimsical underwater reading world. The mural depicts playful sea otters
swimming through an ocean-inspired library environment, interacting with floating books, coral-shaped
bookshelves, and colorful marine life. The artistic intent behind this piece is to create a welcoming and
imaginative public artwork that encourages curiosity and literacy for visitors of all ages, especially
children and families. By combining marine imagery with books and storytelling, the mural visually
connects Seaside’s natural environment with the transformative experience of reading. 

The composition is designed with movement and exploration in mind. Flowing ocean currents guide the
viewer through the scene while pages drift throughout the mural. The underwater setting creates a sense
of wonder and discovery, turning the library into a place where stories feel alive. 

Style & Approach: 

My work combines contemporary illustration with playful shapes, expressive color, and soft textures. The
mural uses a stylized, child-friendly visual language inspired by children’s book illustration while
remaining polished and engaging for a public setting. The artwork balances vibrant detail with simplified
forms so it remains visually impactful both up close and from a distance. The composition is intentionally
warm, approachable, and joyful. 

Color Palette: 

The palette is inspired by the coastline and tide pools, incorporating: 

● 

SUBMISSION #1 - ABBY SCHAFFNER
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● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

Community Impact 

The mural is intended to: 

Seaweed greens 

Coral pinks and warm oranges 

Sandy yellows and creams 

Bright accent colors inspired by marine biodiversity 

Encourage reading and creativity 

Reflect Seaside’s connection to the ocean 

Create a memorable visual experience for library visitors 

Appeal to children, teens, and adults alike 

Foster a sense of warmth, imagination, and accessibility within the public space 

Relevant Experience: 

Children’s Book Illustration 

I am a children’s book illustrator with experience creating narrative-driven artwork focused on playful
storytelling, expressive characters, and engaging environments. My illustration work emphasizes warmth,
imagination, and accessibility for younger audiences. 

Mural Experience 

I previously painted a large-scale mural for a children’s daycare featuring abstract shapes, playful forms,
and bright colors designed to create an uplifting and welcoming environment for children and families. 

Design Background 

In addition to illustration and mural work, I have a background in graphic design and environmental
visual storytelling, with experience creating cohesive large-format compositions and public-facing
artwork. 

Estimated Budget (Very Flexible): 

SUBMISSION #1 - ABBY SCHAFFNER
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Estimated Total 

Paint & Materials 

Surface Preparation 

Mural Installation/Labor 

Protective Coating/Finishing 

Miscellaneous & Contingency 

Design Development & Revisions $800 

$400 

$600 

$300 

$400 

$2,000 

$4,500 

SUBMISSION #1 - ABBY SCHAFFNER
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SUBMISSION #2 - BEIS
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SUBMISSION #3 - BLAIR CZARECKI
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SUBMISSION #4 - CORINA BAKKE
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SUBMISSION #5 - ELIJAH PFOTENHAUER
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SUBMISSION #6 - FRANK MATTHEWS
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SUBMISSION #7 - HANIF PANNI
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SUBMISSION #8 - KC RESTORATION
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SUBMISSION #9 - KIERSTAN CRAFT
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SUBMISSION #10 - PARVANEH KEIVANFAR
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SUBMISSION #11 - TOM GRAESAR-GRAESER GRAPHICS
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  CITY OF SEASIDE 

 STAFF REPORT  
 Item No.: 6.C. 

   
 

 
  
TO:  Art and History Commission 
    
BY:  Kee Hyon Higgins, Recreation Superintendent 

  
    
DATE:  June 16, 2026  
    
SUBJECT:  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF NEW CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

FOR ART & HISTORY COMMISSION   
   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Selection of new Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission.  
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Every year the Art & History Commissions needs to select a new Chair and Vice Chair. 
Commissioners will be able to nominate a fellow commissioner to serve in either role. If 
the nomination is accepted, a vote will be held to determine who will serve as the new 
Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
  
No fiscal impact for this item. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
  
None 
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  CITY OF SEASIDE 

 STAFF REPORT  
 Item No.: 6.D. 

   
 

 
  
TO:  Art and History Commission 
    
BY:  Kee Hyon Higgins, Recreation Superintendent 

  
    
DATE:  June 16, 2026  
    
SUBJECT:  SUBMISSION OF FORM 700   

   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
Review Form 700 and submit to the City Clerk's Office.  
 
BACKGROUND  
  
Every year each commissioner must file Form 700 with the City Clerk's Office. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
  
No fiscal impact to this item. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. Form_700 
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Leaving Office: Date Left / /
(Check one circle below.)

 The period covered is January 1, 2025, through the date of 
leaving office.

 The period covered is / / , through 
the date of leaving office.

    Schedule C - Income, Loans, & Business Positions – schedule attached
    Schedule D - Income – Gifts – schedule attached
    Schedule E - Income – Gifts – Travel Payments – schedule attached

Annual: The period covered is January 1, 2025, through 
December 31, 2025.

The period covered is / / , through 
December 31, 2025.

STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS 
COVER PAGE 

A PUBLIC DOCUMENT

I have used all reasonable diligence in preparing this statement.  I have reviewed this statement and to the best of my knowledge the information contained 
herein and in any attached schedules is true and complete.  I acknowledge this is a public document.

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date Signed 
(month, day, year)

3. Type of Statement (Check at least one box)

 State  Judge (Supreme, Appellate, Superior Court), Retired Judge,  
Pro Tem Judge, or Court Commissioner (Statewide Jurisdiction)

 Multi-County   County of 

 City of  Other 

2. Jurisdiction of Office (Check at least one box)

Candidate: Date of Election  and office sought, if different than Part 1: 

Assuming Office: Date assumed / /

Date Initial Filing Received
Filing Official Use Only

Please type or print in ink.

700
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

CALIFORNIA FORM

Agency Name  (Do not use acronyms) 

Division, Board, Department, District, if applicable Your Position

1. Office, Agency, or Court

NAME OF FILER    (LAST)              (FIRST)         (MIDDLE)

MAILING ADDRESS STREET CITY STATE ZIP CODE

(         )
DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS

(Business or Agency Address Recommended - Public Document)

Signature 
(File the originally signed paper statement with your filing official.)

5. Verification

► If filing for multiple positions, list below or on an attachment.  (Do not use acronyms)

Agency:  Position: 

-or-

-or-

None - No reportable interests on any schedule

4. Schedule Summary (required)
Schedules attached
         Schedule A-1 - Investments – schedule attached
         Schedule A-2 - Investments – schedule attached
         Schedule B - Real Property – schedule attached

► Total number of pages including this cover page:

-or-

FPPC Form 700  - Cover Page  (2025/2026) 
advice@fppc.ca.gov • 866-275-3772 • www.fppc.ca.gov

Page - 6

         Attachment 700-P - Prospective Employment (87200 Filers Only) – schedule attached
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	2. ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
	3. REVIEW OF AGENDA
	4. PUBLIC COMMENT
	5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	A. APRIL 14TH, 2026
	April 14 2026 SAHC Minutes (Regular Meeting)


	6. BUSINESS ITEMS
	A. Select Finalists for 2026 Utility Box PROGRAM
	Staff Report
	2026 Utility Box Program Submissions

	B. SELECT FINALIST FOR SEASIDE LIBRARY MURAL
	Staff Report
	Library Mural RFP
	2026 Library Mural Submissions

	C. Nomination and Election of new Chair and VICE Chai
	Staff Report

	D. Submission of Form 700
	Staff Report
	Form_700


	7. COMMISSIONER REPORTS
	8. STAFF COMMUNICATION
	9. ADJOURNMENT

