
A G E N D A
CITY OF SEASIDE REGULAR MEETING
HOMELESS COMMITTEE Council Chamber

440 Harcourt Avenue
Thursday, July 25, 2019
6:30 PM

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
   
2.  ROLL CALL ­ ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
   

HOMELESS COMMITTEE

Jessica Hare
Natalia Molina
Kenneth Murray
Molly Fittro            
Latoya Allen
Merrilyn Mancini
Lynda Cunningham

Chair
Vice Chair
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member
Committee Member 

3.  REVIEW OF AGENDA 
  If there are any items that arose after the 72­hour posting deadline, this is the point in 

the meeting where a vote may be taken to add the item to the agenda. (A 2/3­majority 
vote is required).

   
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
  Members of the public wishing to address the Committee on matters within the 

jurisdiction of the City of Seaside, but not on this agenda, may do so during the Public 
Comment period for up to three minutes. Public Comments on specific agenda items are 
heard under that item. For the public record, please state your name.

   
5.  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
   

A. LETTER FROM ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
   

RECOMMENDATION: Read letter from the City of Seaside 
Environmental Committee regarding their actions pertaining to potential 
ordinance amendments as it relates to sleeping on public property.

6.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 27, 2019 SPECIAL MEETING 
     
7.  DISCUSSION 
   

A. DISCUSSION OF THE MONTEREY COUNTY CENSUS 
   

RECOMMENDATION: Engage in a discussion regarding the Monterey 
County Census.

B. DISCUSS INCREASE OF ALLOCATED FUNDS IN REGARDS 
TO COMMITTEE BUDGET 

   
RECOMMENDATION: Engage in a discussion regarding an increase of 
allocated funds. 

C. DISCUSS REQUESTING CITY MANAGER APPROVAL OF HOMELESS 
COMMITTEE  EXPENDITURES UP TO $5,000.00. 

   
RECOMMENDATION: To engage in a discussion to request allowing 
future Homeless Committee expenditures up to $5,000.00 be approved 
by the City Manager.

8.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
   

A. UPDATES REGARDING "SAFE PARKING" PROGRAM 
   

RECOMMENDATION: Receive updates regarding the "Safe Parking" 
and other ongoing projects.

9.  REPORTS FROM STAFF 
   
10.  ADJOURNMENT 
   

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: 
Thursday, August 22, 2019

Seaside City Hall
6:30 PM
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The City of Seaside is committed to providing accessible facilities and accommodating people with 
disabilities in all of its services programs and activities. If special considerations are needed by any person 
to fully participate in this meeting, contact the City Clerk at 899­6707 no fewer than two business days 
prior to the meeting to allow reasonable arrangements. The City Council chamber is equipped with a 

portable microphone and assisted listening devices are available at all meetings. City Council Meetings that 
are held in the City Council Chambers are broadcast live to all Seaside residents on Comcast Channel 25 
and U­verse Channel 99. Live streamed meeting videos as well as videos of past meetings are available on 

the City’s website at: http://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/129/City­Council­Committee­Agendas 

Agenda­related writings or documents provided during public meetings are available for public inspection 
during the meeting or from the office of the City Clerk. This agenda is posted in compliance with California 

Government Code Section 54954.2(a) or Section 54956.
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CITY OF SEASIDE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE  
440 Harcourt Avenue             July 9th, 2019 
Seaside, CA 93955                 
www.ci.seaside.ca.us             

 
 
RE: Proposed Code Amendment 9.20.021.B 
 
Dear Members of City Council and the Homelessness Committee, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to address homelessness in our community.  Everyone deserves 
dignity and respect. Finding solutions to support people who are surviving without shelter or 
safety is an important, yet very challenging task. We support the intent behind the 
Homelessness Committee’s recommendation to allow camping in Seaside Parks. 
 
However, we would like to discuss the risks this may pose to the natural environment of the 
parks. Based on experiences in communities across the country, risks may include habitat 
damage, litter and improper waste disposal, as well as human health hazards including sharps 
and human fluids. Research indicates a significant level of remediation is necessary to restore 
damage to the natural environment resulting from human encampments in parks and public 
lands. 
 
Without a specific plan to address these issues, we advise delaying the approval of the 
proposed code amendment, SMC 9.20.021.B, until such plan can be developed. We would be 
happy to meet with members of the Homelessness Committee to address concerns and work 
together to find a solution. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lacey Raak 
Chair, Seaside Environmental Committee 
 
 
On Behalf of Seaside Environmental Committee: 
Kera Abraham-Panni 
Lori Bala 
Mariana Del Valle 
Jeremy Hawran 
Kristin Molle 
Laura Murphy 
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DRAFT MINUTES

CITY OF SEASIDE SPECIAL MEETING
HOMELESS COMMITTEE SEASIDE CREATES

Thursday, June 27, 2019
6:30 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Call to order at 6:33 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL - ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 

 
Present: Cunningham, Mancini, Allen, Murray, Hare
Absent: Fittro, Molina

3. REVIEW OF AGENDA
There were no changes made. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 Question about title and when the name will be changing from Committee to 
Commission and the difference between the two. Chair Hare answered the 
question.

 Dianne Nielson, spoke on recommendation regarding changes to the 
Ordinance that are going to happen to the no camping ordinance and why it 
is not enforced like other places.

 Monterey Resident lives by Laguna Grande; calls Seaside PD and Monterey 
PD, but she is told that is not their jurisdiction. Understands that Seaside PD 
is understaff and unfunded, but area is a safety hazard. Both cities should 
work together. Chair Hare responded to the concern and mentioned that the 
Committee voted not to designate any parks. 

 LisaAnne Sawhney, stated the City budget meeting is also tonight, meetings 
should have been addressed on different nights. The City budget hasn’t been 
looked at enough and unfortunately she could not attend both meetings. 
Residents are concerned about our current budget, we show a shortfall of 
$2.7 M; it would be good for anybody in the community to be at that 
meeting tonight and question why we are continuing to do double meetings. 
The City Manager evaluation is not in Spanish, only online and asked how 
seniors in our community are able to view/access it and how people were 
notified about it. Stated it should be extended, and asked how residents 
were informed? That is critical considering what the City has been through. 
Homelessness is a County issue and not something for Seaside to solve. It is 
really a state level, Country level and it should be handled at that level. We 
don’t need to be the solution for the regional area of the Monterey Peninsula. 
Thanked Rev. Murray for opening his church for that once a month. 
Monterey, Seaside and the Regional Parks District should work together.

 Steven, Laguna Grande Court, stated his backyard looks to Laguna Grande 
Park where the issue is happening. Has there been any outreach to other 
cities, particularly Monterey to work together instead of pointing fingers? 
Maybe forming a Joint Task Force.
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 Bobett, Laguna Grande Court, concern about fire, worried about son who is 
autistic and is home alone during the day.

 Oscar, public showers?

Rev. Murray spoke on understanding the public’s concerns and assures them that 
they are being heard. Committee understands and has empathy. Works with 
homeless and has been homeless as a Pastor. Understands what it means to 
depend on other people. Is very compassionate; is very concerned with Cities who 
say they care but don’t work together. Homeowners need to be safe. Supports as 
much as he can, will support right before supporting wrong. Committee Member 
Mancini thanked public for their input. Has taken some notes, knows that cities 
need to work together. Committee Member Cunningham thanked public who spoke. 
Chair Hare thanked the public; she believes that it is a local problem. Spoke on the 
number of children who are homeless just in Seaside. Individually we need to step 
up and go that extra mile. What are the solutions to change that situation and not 
working together will only harm it.       

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 A.APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE MAY 23, 2019 REGULAR MEETING

 
Motion: Mancini, Second: Cunningham, Unanimous; once the no and abstain can 
be identified.

6. BUSINESS ITEMS
 A.

B.

REQUEST CITY COUNCIL APPROVE PLACEMENT OF SMALL 
NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD PANTRIES ON CERTAIN RIGH OF WAYS.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Homeless Committee review, 
discuss and consider authorizing staff to request from City Council approval to 
place small neighborhood food pantries on certain public right-of-ways.

Public Comment: Mr. Mancini: Concerned with security and safety. LisAnne 
Sawhney: Concerned with animals coming in, critters; why not ask schools, 
churches, nonprofits, business, City Hall, Oldemeyer, school districts. Resident: 
publicizing foster care and homeless kids on tri-county is 12,422 identified 
homeless kids. It is a good idea to get schools involved. Oscar: is making small 
pantries; doesn’t have the money, space or tools to do more; believes it’s an 
excellent idea. Resident: commended Oscar for his vision and commitment. 
Resident: asked who would pay for it? The City, donations or City budget?

Motion: Cunningham, Second: Mancini, Unanimous. One year trial, $1,000 funding 
from Homeless Committee budget, a selection of 3 right of ways, Seaside Creates, 
Oldemeyer and another facility and donations to support those three pantries $200 
to help for materials.

FORMAL RECOGNITION OF ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES WHO 
PRESENTED TO THE HOMELESS COMMITTEE.
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RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Homeless Committee review, 
discuss and consider authorizing staff to provide formal recognition to the 
organizations and agencies who presented to the Homeless Committee.                                      

Public Comment: LisAnne Sawhney: presentations that have been given to be 
accessible on the website. 

Committee Member Allen would like a certificate of recognition, list of organization 
on the website.

Motion: Allen, Second: Cunningham 

7. 

A.

B.

DISCUSSION

UPDATE ON HEAP GRANT
The Shelter on Olympia has been granted full funding.

PROGRESS ON CAMPING ORDINANCE
Will be scheduled on the July 18th City Council agenda.

UPDATE ON SAFE PARKING PROGRAM
That Homeless Commission give the church $10,000 for infrastructure 
improvements. Moved from County to Seaside. Program will be funded by the 
County.

10. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Murray: helping homeless, feeding homeless, appreciates Commission. Mancini: 
Has been working with Gathering For Women and teaching how to knit. Allen: 
attended new Homeless Platform for Monterey Peninsula, to reach homeless, 
youth. Cunningham: PetSmart every Saturday helping homeless cats. Hare: 
attended City Council last week. City Council is grateful for what the commission is 
doing.  Safe parking presentation recommendation was successfully passed. 

11. REPORTS FROM STAFF

 
Chief Dempsey: reported that the budget was presented to City Council and there 
was an increase to the Homeless Commission budget of $20,000 for a total of 
$50,000.

12. ADJOURNMENT 
8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________ __________________________
Brian Dempsey, Committee Clerk            Jessica Hare, Chair
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